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Motorcycles and Alcohol 
 

   Alcohol affects those skills essential 

to riding a motorcycle—balance and 

coordination.  

   Many motorcyclists believe they 

only hurt themselves if they are in a 

crash, but the pain, suffering, and 

financial costs often extend to family 

members, friends, employers, 

insurance companies, and others. 

   Riding a motorcycle while impaired 

is not worth the risk of losing your 

life, killing an innocent person, 

ruining your bike or going to jail. 

   The consequences of impaired 

riding are serious and real. The 

trauma and financial costs of a crash 

or an arrest for riding while impaired 

can be significant and can ruin your 

life. 

   Violators often face jail time, the 

loss of their driver’s license, higher 

insurance rates, and dozens of other 

unanticipated expenses from attorney 

fees, other fines and court costs, 

towing and repairs, lost time at work, 

and numerous other consequences. 

 

Don’t drink and ride! 
 

 
 

 

 

Motorcycle Rider Safety Tips 
 

1. Be visible. Always use your headlight. Be 
aware of blind spots and use lane 
positioning so you can be seen. Flash your 
brake light when slowing and stopping; 
don’t be afraid to use your horn. 

2. Dress for safety. Wear a DOT approved 
helmet and eye protection. Wear bright, 
abrasion resistant, protective clothing. 
Choose over-the-ankle boots and full-
fingered gloves.  Remember: the only thing 
between you and the road is your protective 
gear. 

3. Apply Effective Mental Strategies. Always 
watch for changing conditions. Maintain 
enough space. Do not ride under the 
influence of alcohol or other drugs, or when 
you are tired. Know, and follow, the rules of 
the road. Know, and don’t exceed, your 
own riding skill limitations.  Pretend that 
you are invisible and ride extra defensibly. 

4. Know your bike and how to ride it. Get 
training and take refresher courses. 
PRACTICE riding your bike! Know how to 
handle your bike in different riding 
conditions. Use preventative maintenance 
and make sure your bike is in good 
condition before riding. 

 
Safe roadways are just a small part of reducing 
motorcycle fatalities. Motorcyclists should be 
safely equipped, have professional riding training, 
and absolutely never drink and ride. Motorcycles 
should be maintained and operated properly. All 
road users need to obey the rules of the road and 
respect the rights of all motorists.  

 

“Riding safely may get old, but so 

do those who practice it.” 

.” 

 

In 2012, 16% of total motor vehicle 
fatalities in SD were motorcyclists. 

 

http://www.southdakotarides.com/


 

2012 SD MOTORCYLE 
FATALITY DATA 

DON’T 

BECOME 

A 

STATISTIC  
 

 

45.5 The average age of fatally 
injured riders in South 
Dakota 

92% Percentage of riders who 
did not wear a helmet 

44% Percentage of riders who 
were killed in alcohol 
related motorcycle 
accidents 

36% Percentage of riders who 
were killed due to speed 
related crashes 

64% Percentage of riders who 
were killed due to the 
driver's failure to follow 
rules or negotiate curves 

20% Percentage of passengers 
killed 

 

 
            
                          

10 THINGS ALL MOTORISTS SHOULD 

KNOW ABOUT MOTORCYCLES… 

 
1. Over half of all fatal motorcycle crashes involve 

another vehicle. 

2. Motorcycles often slow by downshifting, which 

doesn’t activate the brake light. 

3. When checking traffic to turn, assume a motorcycle is 

closer than it appears. 

4. Take an extra moment to thoroughly check traffic. 

5. Allow more following distance to give you extra 

response time. 

6. Motorcycle turn signals are usually not self-

cancelling. 

7. Understand that motorcycles may adjust lane position 

for their own safety. 

8. Don’t expect a motorcyclist to always get out of your 

way. 

9. Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly the same 

as for cars. 

10. See more than the motorcycle- the rider could be your 

friend, neighbor or relative. 

In 2012, 83% of motorcyclists involved in a crash were injured. 

In 2012, 16% of the total motor vehicle fatalities were 

motorcycles. 

 

“Safety is a cheap and effective insurance policy.” 

 

Whether you’re planning a trip or 
looking for new routes throughout 
the state, SouthDakotaRide.com is 
your complete source for riding. 

 
× Downloadable maps with 

difficulty levels. 
× Live chat with other riders. 
× Motorcycle forum to 

recommend riding routes. 
× Share photos and videos. 
× Register for motorcycle safety 

classes. 
× Learn about South Dakota 

motorcycle laws and bike 
safety. 

× Interactive motorcycle maps 
with real bike-cam videos.  See 
the route before you get on your 
bike. 

× Safety and Training Videos 
× Quiz and Surveys 

 

 

 

 

“Safety doesn’t happen by accident.” 
 


